Changes in intestinal blood flow during the development of chronic large bowel obstruction.
The effect of chronic progressive distal large bowel obstruction on intestinal blood flow was studied in 12 mini-pigs. Blood flow was measured by the techniques of xenon133 clearance and intracardiac injections of radiolabelled microspheres. Intestinal blood flow was increased in the left colon and ileum but decreased in the caecum. Blood was shunted from the mucosa to the muscle layers. The results suggest that primary anastomosis of the obstructed left colon is not contraindicated by haemodynamic considerations.